
 

Senioritis is a hilarious and irreverent rock musical written by Emmy-winning writer Joe Janes 
(Second City, Our Christian Nation) and writer/composer Pete Ficht (Wild Bells, House 
Levelers). The show is based on the true story of a group of good kids from a good school doing 
some very bad things. Set in the Pacific Northwest of the late 1990s, the original score features 
thirteen melodic and catchy songs performed by a live band, in the vein of guitar rock bands 
from the era (Weezer, R.E.M, Wilco and Green Day). 
 
Visit www.senioritisthemusical.com for more details. 
 
SETTING: 
 
A city in the Pacific Northwest, in the late 1990s. Much of the action takes place in and around 
Polk High School, which serves a mostly affluent neighborhood. Other locations include a 
7-ELEVEN parking lot, a federal prison, a bench outside the Tropicana Hotel in Las Vegas, a 
small diner in Nevada, and a gutter in Mazatlan, Mexico. 
 
CHARACTERS: 
 
JACK MILLER: 18-year old high school senior from an affluent family. A good looking and 
charming young man, but a little defensive about his small size. Funny, smart and popular, he is 
involved in sports and is also the student body president. Admired and liked by his peers, but 
not popular with the teachers and staff, due to his cutting and often inappropriate sense of 
humor and the interference of his attorney mother. Has a quick temper and can be hurtful. 
 
LAWRENCE JACKSON: 18-year old high school senior. Classmate and close friend of Jack’s. 
Known as a nice kid, he is a churchgoer and a star athlete on the football team. Jack looks up to 
the larger and more athletic Lawrence. Though Jack has more money, Lawrence is cooler and 
more admired. 
 
JENNY WHITE: 17-year old high school junior and Jack’s girlfriend. An excellent student and 
determined to attend a good college. She is warm, thoughtful and has a great sense of humor, 
though is often exasperated with Jack’s behavior. 
 
GURTZ: 17-year old high school senior. Part of Jack’s group of friends (aka “the posse”). He is 
an anti-social stoner and a poor student, but with his friends he is mellow, agreeable and loyal.  
 
FUCK DUDE: 16-year old high school junior and posse member. Her real name is Nan and 
she’s a sweet, stoner “hippie chick”. Starts (and often ends) every sentence with “Fuck, dude...”, 
so is referred to as Fuck Dude by her friends (but not to her face). Met Jack in middle school 
and thinks of him as a brother.  
 
ALEX LEE: 16-year old high school junior and posse member. A gentle, bright kid with large 
glasses and excellent grades. Nerdy, always carrying a giant armful of overflowing folders, 
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notebooks and textbooks. Looks up to Jack for his academic prowess and charm. 
 
BANDLEADER: Musician, early 20’s. A smartass slacker, he leads the band and assists in 
telling the story and moving things along. 
 
IRENE HUNT: Principal, 40s. Hard-working and long-suffering high school principal at Polk 
High, with a flickering flame of positivity and enthusiasm still remaining. She is eager to sweep 
any scandals under the rug.  
 
COACH YANARELLA: Football coach, 30s. Likes Jack and has taken on the task of mentoring 
him. Favors tight gym shorts and a bushy mustache. A little creepy. 
 
IMMEL: Teacher, 50s. Mousy and easily flustered history teacher. He’s overweight and wears 
thick glasses. 
 
LOIS: 7/11 clerk, 40s. High school dropout and a heavy smoker unhappily working a dead end 
job. 
 
GIL: Cook and owner of Dessert Cafe, 50s 
 
ARLENE: Gil’s wife and a waitress at the Dessert Cafe, 50s 
 
SALLY: a waitress at the Dessert Cafe, late teens 
 
GRAHAM: a customer at the Dessert Cafe, 60s 
 
MARNIE: a customer at the Dessert Cafe, 60s 
 
OTTO: a prisoner, 20s 
 
MARCO: janitor at the Tropicana Hotel, 60s 
 
TAGGERT: prison administrator, 50s 
 
RAMIREZ: prison guard, 40s 
 
OFFICER DELONG: cop, 30s 
 
OFFICER WALKER: cop, 50s 
 
MARGE, school security guard, 30s  
 
 



 

SYNOPSIS: 
 
ACT ONE 
 
The setting is a city in the Pacific Northwest, in the late 1990s. The show opens with Senioritis, 
the scene-setting title song, performed by the house band (who remain on stage during the 
course of the show). It’s sung by the BANDLEADER, a smart-ass slacker in his early 20s who 
occasionally interacts with the characters and audience during the show. We see yearbook 
images projected on a large screen showing the main characters, as well as other images from 
the 1990s.  
 
Play Senioritis 
 
As Senioritis ends, we are introduced to JACK and LAWRENCE, who are cruising around in 
Jack’s car. They are both successful and popular seniors at Polk High, located in an affluent 
neighborhood. Their humorous banter about school and prom takes a dark turn at the end of the 
scene, as they casually put on ski masks and exit their car to commit an armed robbery at 
Baskin-Robbins.  
 
The next scene starts with the song Urban Legends, sung by the students and staff of Polk High 
after Jack has just given an outrageous “comedic” speech, in his role as student class president. 
The song reinforces Jack’s legend as the funny irreverent kid, admired by his peers and disliked 
by the school staff.  
 
Play Urban Legends 
 
After his controversial speech, Jack basks in the admiration of his friends and receives a mild 
rebuke from COACH YANARELLA, a supportive teacher. He then goes to meet with a very 
unhappy PRINCIPAL HUNT. She wishes to give him an extended period of detention, but 
through his charm and the unspoken threat of intervention from his attorney mother, he gets 
away with a token punishment.  
 
In the next scene, we see Jack and Lawrence in an SUV (which turns out to be stolen) with their 
close friends ALEX, GURTZ and FUCK DUDE, aka “the posse”. Jack and Lawrence reveal to 
their friends that they have been having a blast committing a string of armed robberies and are 
now heading to do another. Gurtz, while an anti-social stoner and burnout, balks at this and 
exits the car. “Good kid” Alex surprisingly decides to go along, while Fuck Dude (a sweet hippie 
chick, whose real name is Nan) tries to resist, but remains in the car. As she waits for them to 
get back, she sings I’m Like (All of You) concerning her conflicted feelings about Jack’s 
behavior. 
 
Play I’m Like (All of You)  
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Fuck Dude’s lament is interrupted by the guys excitedly coming back from the robbery. They 
quickly drive off, with Fuck Dude at the wheel, as she finishes her song. 
 
Play I’m Like (All of You) (Reprise) 
 
We then catch up with a despondent Gurtz, smoking a joint outside the local 7-ELEVEN. After a 
brief conversation with LOIS, the loser store clerk, he sings Too Young For This Shit. The song 
details his years of drug abuse and bad behavior, but he realizes that even with all that baggage 
he’s not ready to join in on Jack and Lawrence’s crime spree. Lois sees something in Gurtz and 
joins in on the song. 
 
Play Too Young For This Shit 
 
Lois runs into the store to grab Gurtz an application, hoping to get him to join her working at the 
store, but he has already left. 
 
Play Too Young For This Shit (Reprise) 
 
The Bandleader then lets us know that time has passed and that after a year and a half of 
robberies, Jack and Lawrence are about to end their crime career in bloody fashion. The boys 
are driving away from the scene of a robbery arguing about the disappointing haul, when 
Lawrence accidentally shoots himself in the testicle when putting his gun in his waistband. Jack 
freaks out as Lawrence bleeds profusely. They ditch the car and Jack walks Lawrence to the 
hospital before running off.  
 
Next we move to the home of JENNY, Jack’s warm and high-achieving girlfriend. She is doing 
her homework when Jack comes over to tell her that he cannot take her to the upcoming prom. 
As they argue, Jack reveals that he and Lawrence are the ones responsible for the crime spree. 
Jenny is furious, but Jack manages to calm her down. The two of them sing a duet of The First 
Time, where they are not quite on the same page about their attraction to new and risky 
behaviors. 
 
Play The First Time 
 
We next see Jack on an early morning run with Coach Yanarella, who offers him some unusual 
advice about life and love. 
 
Then it’s Prom Night. Gurtz, Fuck Dude and Alex hang out with Jenny, who is looking for Jack. 
He appears, but is antsy and wants to leave. Exasperated, Jenny tells him to go home. She is 
comforted by Fuck Dude who sings After Prom to her. As the song goes on, Jenny, Gurtz and 
Alex join in, painting a picture of a world where everything always works out. 
 
Play After Prom 
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After leaving the prom, Jack decides to go on the lam and hides out in Alex’s garage. Alex, who 
is also involved with the robberies, tells him that he needs to leave before his parents find him 
there. He thinks they should ask for help from Jack’s notorious attorney mother. Together they 
sing La-La-La-Litigious as Alex tries to get him to embrace her evil powers for their benefit.  
 
Play La-La-La-Litigious 
 
Jack declines to involve his parents and leaves. Alex, encouraged by the band, decides to ask 
her himself and continues the song on his own. He encourages the audience to sing along as 
the lights fade out… 
 
Play La-La-La-Litigious (Reprise) 
 
ACT TWO  
 
Act Two starts with Jack on the run, hiding out in Mazatlan, Mexico and partying with a group of 
his high school friends who are there for a vacation. In his drunken state, he easily slips into a 
flashback taking place at the 7-ELEVEN. Lawrence, Gurtz, Alex and Fuck Dude are hanging 
outside goofing around as Jack struts out of the store brazenly displaying shoplifted food items. 
Lois comes out after him and they have a brief confrontation. After she leaves, Jack pulls out a 
gun to show his friends and talks about how fun it would be to scare Lois with it. Gurtz, Alex and 
Fuck Dude are uncomfortable and leave. Lawrence stays behind and mentions he has ski 
masks.  
 
As the flashback ends, Jack sings Over the Border as he realizes that he’s gone too far over the 
line and can never return to the normal life his friends enjoy. Halfway through the song he has a 
hallucination of the posse (dressed in stereotypical Mexican outfits), as they attempt to comfort 
him. 
 
Play Over the Border  
 
Back at home, Jenny is doing homework in her room when Fuck Dude comes over with news of 
Jack’s misadventures in Mexico. Jenny acts as if she’s over him and Fuck Dude shares some 
inspirational pearls of wisdom. 
 
We then find ourselves at the Dessert Cafe in Nevada, where Jack has found a job, the trust of 
the owners, and hope of a fresh start. The staff and customers share their optimism of a new 
day and sing Fresh Cup of Coffee and Jack joins in. The Bandleader walks over and 
encourages Jack to fill the audience in on how he got there. As Jack proudly recounts his 
adventures on the road, the Bandleader turns on the TV to show him a new episode of 
America’s Most Wanted featuring… Jack and Lawrence. Jack is thrilled, but when he sees the 
horrified looks of his new friends he hurriedly flees. 
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Play Fresh Cup of Coffee  
 
After a pleasant exchange with his co-workers, Jack happily serves some fresh coffee. 
 
Play Fresh Cup of Coffee (Reprise)  
 
We then see Lawrence in a TV room in prison also watching the same episode of America’s 
Most Wanted, to the delight of his fellow prisoners. Feeling that they have missed the point, he 
sings them the cautionary tale Don’t Shoot Yourself (In the Balls) and they join in on the 
choruses. After the song ends, he bitterly imagines Jack relaxing on a sunny beach in Mexico. 
 
Play Don’t Shoot Yourself (In the Balls) 
 
But when we go back to Jack on the run, we find he is broke, hungry and sleeping on a bench 
outside the Tropicana Hotel in Las Vegas, where MARCO, a janitor, tries to shoo him off. Jack 
tries to reach his parents, but gets their machine. Marco sympathetically gives him some more 
money for food. Exhausted and discouraged, but bolstered by his kindness, Jack asks Marco to 
call security so he can turn himself in. 
 
We then switch to the school auditorium as Principal Hunt is giving a welcome speech to the 
new students, insisting that they not dwell on last year’s scandal and move forward together. 
She sings Let’s Move On and is joined by Coach and Mr. Immel as they add a few words of 
warning at the close.  
 
Play Let’s Move On  
 
Back again briefly to Jack who is in prison awaiting trial, He is meeting with TAGGERT, a prison 
administrator, to discuss his ongoing problems with authority. Jack finds that his high school 
hijinks won’t cut it in prison and he briefly sings After Prom (Reprise) with Taggert. 
 
Play After Prom (Reprise) 
 
We then see Jenny, waiting at a table in a prison visiting room. Jack enters and they have an 
awkward conversation about their respective futures. She tries to gently say goodbye and they 
sing The First Time (Reprise) together. Jack’s callousness toward his victims angers Jenny, but 
they make peace by the end.  
 
Play The First Time (Reprise) 
 
After Jenny exits, Jack wonders if this the end for them. The Bandleader comes over and 
reminds him that she still doesn’t know everything and initiates another flashback. 
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We are now in a second flashback at the 7-ELEVEN. Jack again shoplifts from the store and 
brags to his friends. Lois comes out to confront him and they get in a scuffle. Jack punches her 
in the face just as a police car goes by. The cops grab him as Gurtz, Alex and Lawrence yell at 
them, but they subdue Jack and arrest him. He tries to charm his way out of it to no avail and 
they take him to jail. 
 
As the flashback ends, the Bandleader reveals that Jack managed to get out of the assault 
charges through his mom’s intervention. The Bandleader then sets up a very brief trial scene for 
Jack, Fuck Dude and Alex. As the JUDGE (in voiceover) starts to sentence them, Jack offers a 
rationale for his crimes by singing Based on a True Story. After the song ends, Jack gives a 
smirking apology and the lights black out for the end of the act...  
 
Play Based on a True Story 
 
Lights come back up for the curtain call. The band starts playing an instrumental version of 
Based on a True Story as the cast members come out dressed in orange prison jumpsuits. As 
Tom finishes his bow, the scene changes behind them to a version of the set for Elvis Presley’s 
Jailhouse Rock video. As the band breaks into America’s Most Wanted, the cast members 
reveal that they are wearing the black & white striped Jailhouse Rock costumes. Jack, 
Lawrence and Alex sing about their experiences in prison and Jack reveals that he is serving a 
12-year sentence, but is still delighted by his notoriety. The cast all sing and dance as the show 
ends. 
 
Play America’s Most Wanted 
 
THE END 
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